
Americans at the Eureka Stockade:
American Connections with the Eureka Stockade
At the Royal Commission into the Gold Fields Commissioner Rede was asked
whether 'there were many Americans passing between the diggers and the
Camp, either giving information or in any other way aiding the rioters'. John
Pascoe Fawkner, the American member of the Commission then reframed the
question. "There were two or three Americans who were constantly in the habit
of coming up to the Camp, professing to give information?" Commissioner
Rede replied that it was Charles Kenworthy who gave him information about
the quartz veins. Kenworthy, a doctor, offered his expertise to the stockaders.
He tried to dissuade his countrymen from participating in the battle. William
Bramwell Withers asserts that Kenworthy was present at the writing of the
Reform League Charter, a 'declaration of independence'. [4]
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